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Abstract
An Analysis of Local Government’s Childbirth Grant Expenditure Determinants

Kang, Seo Young
Jeong, Da Jeong
Lah, T.].

In South Korea, local government's childbirth grant is annually increased even though its
policy effect is not proved yet. This paper analyzes why non-capital region’s childbirth grant
scale is much higher than capital region's grant by using policy diffusion theory and
incrementalism theory. As a result of analysis, local government’s childbirth grant is increased by
other local government in same metropolitan as a reference group besides internal factors such
as elderly population ratio and financial independence ratio. Especially, in non-capital region,
childbirth grant is increased by horizontal diffusion factor and internal factor such as fertility rate

and elderly population ratio.

Key Words: childbirth grant, policy diffusion, incrementalism theory, capital region, non—capital
region



