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Abstract

A Study on the Conflict between Gamsa (Provincial Governor) and Byongsa
(Provincial Army Commander) in the Joseon Dynasty:
Causes, Methods and Strategies

Kim, Yul
Cho, Min-Kyung

The purpose of this study is to explore how the central government authority dealt with the
conflict between Gamsa and Byungsa in the Joseon Dynasty. Gamsa and Byungsa were the same
top-ranking positions of Jong 2-Poom in a province; the former was the highest civil official in a
provincial government, while the later was the highest military official in the same provincial
government.

By examining numerous cases in the JoseonWangchoSillok(Annals of the Joseon Dynasty), we
find that a variety of conflicts arose and they resulted form the vertical and horizontal
differentiation of duties between Gamsa and Byungsa. In the heavily-centralized regime,
Uijongbu/Bibyunsa(the State Council, which was the highest decision-making body in the Josoen
government) used its authoritarian power to resolve the conflicts.

The Council approached the conflicts with different methods and strategies by the type of
conflicts. When the conflicts were task-related, ‘control-oriented intervention’ strategies were
mostly adopted to resolve them. For the management of relationship conflicts, the Council chose
different but mixed strategies; ‘competitive-oriented intervention’ strategies were used for solving
the conflicts on subordinate evaluation, while ‘competitive-oriented avoidance’ strategies were

adopted for the management of the conflicts over punitive action against their subordinates.

Key Words: Joseon Dynasty, conflict management, conflict management strategy, conflict
resolution, Gamsa(Provincial Governor), Byungsa(Provincial Army Commander)



