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Abstract

Establishing an Effective Local Governance Model for Locating NIMBY
Facilities: The Case of a Radioactive Waste Repository in South Korea

Im, Eunok

This study aims to establish effective local governance for locating hazardous facilities. In
particular, focusing on the siting of a radioactive waste repository, it illustrates the status quo
local governance to identify key stakeholders and their roles in participatory institutional
arrangements such as a local referendum. To this end, it analyzes the data collected from
questionnaire survey responses and in-depth interviews with field experts and interest group
leaders. The analysis of institutions and expert opinions leads to the development of a new model
of local governance that prioritizes safety over local residents” acceptance. It also suggests that
the objectivity and domain expertise of an independent site selection committee and a local
government and council’s substantive engagement in the decision-making process can secure the

effective functioning of the new model in overcoming the shortcomings of local referendums.

Key Words: local governance, NIMBY, radioactive waste repository, participatory arrangement,
local referendum



