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Abstract

A Discourse Analysis of the Environmental Conflict in the Case
of Apsan Tunnel Construction Project

Park, Sung-Ho
Jin, Sang-Hyeon

The environmental conflict related to Daegu Apsan tunnel construction project was a typical value
conflict which was involved by development groups and reservation groups. So this paper tries to
do a discourse analysis in order to understand the detail mechanism of this value conflict. Concretely,
the procedure of this analysis is three steps like below. First, it scrutinizes the characteristics of
stakeholders. Second, it analyzes object, subject, concept and strategies by using discourse formation
suggested by Foucault. Third, it examines the topography change of dominant discourse and counter
discourse at each phase. As framework for this analysis, there are the two criteria for discourse
topography; the attitude to industrialism and the confidence in rationalism. As a result of the analysis,
the conflict was so severe that social consensus building was impossible, because the city government
and the private entrepreneur revealed their radical preference to industrialism and rationalism among
dominant discourse group. Also, the municipal council couldn’t do its role as the moderator in the
process of serious conflict. In conclusion, it suggests that the city government has to accept and
embrace the various values and even counter discourse in the introducing period, because the new

trends of modern times are respect to nature and dependency on romantic irrationalism.

Key Words: discourse formation, value conflict, industrialism, rationalism, private investment business








