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Abstract

A case study on the Evolution of Intercultural Conflict and the Resolution
Strategy of Local Government

Kim, Sangseob

This study, through the case study that a local government reversed its construction permission
for Mosque, is to analyse what kind of the structure of anti-Islamic public conflict in Korean
society was formed, and which resolution strategy the local government as the key actor took and
why. The research finds that the initial conflict between both government and Islamic body was
transformed into the tripartite structure while being influenced by the intervention of strong
anti-Islamic Protestants. Through this process, the local government selected ‘blame avoiding’
strategy instead of ‘good policy or ‘credit claiming’ presumably succumbing to the influence of
the Protestants with strong organizational and political resources. The article indicates that the
strategy has its limits of just a short-term dispute settlement rather than conflict resolution and

causes undesirable socioeconomic costs.

Key Words: Intercultural Conflict, Islamic Phobia, Interest Groups, Blame Avoiding, Dispute
Settlement



