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Abstract

A Study on the Conflict between Central and Local Government
of Housing Security Policy in China

Paik Sung Ki

The purpose of this study is to explain the conflict between Central Government and local
government of housing security policy in China. For this purpose, it is necessary to analysis whether
the housing security policy purpose through which Chinese government wants to achieve is
accomplished or not. Though China has achieved great strides in improving housing provision, it
is still plagued by a lack of affordable housing. We can find that affordable housing programs increase
housing inequality.

What power relations have been formed between central and local government? In spite of the
fiscal reform, there are lots of fiscal problems between the central and local government in China.
Obviously, the central government and local government have fundamentally different
politico-economic interests that are mutually contradictory in many occasions. The central government
took various control measures to stabilize housing prices and to prevent speculations. But the local
government with the ownership of regional property in hands was careless about building new public
housing system, which causes disincentives.

This article examines the problem of housing policy for low-income group and argues that the
inter-governmental structures have become a barrier to affordable housing provision. Finally, this

paper provides some suggestions for future reform of housing security policy.

Key Words: China, Housing Security Policy, Local Government, Conflict





