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Abstract
The Risk of Asbestos and Policy Change

Nam, Myong Sook
Kim, Chang-Soo
Yang, Gi-Yong

This study has examined the overall process of spreading the risk throughout the nation and
the response of government and civil society in Korea. Moreover, it analyzed, through the
multiple stream model, how various policy participants have interacted one another and they
have formulated the asbestos policy. To get more concrete information about the asbestos policy
change, Focus Group Interview was conducted.

This study shows the ways in which the overall process of policy changes for asbestos diseases
in Korea has been developed. During three phases, many policy participants have interacted and
formulated policy networks and their solidarity. As the multiple stream policy model implies, the
streams of policy problems, alternatives and politics related with asbestos diseases in Korea have
been unfolded separately. With the critical efforts of politicians, public officials and civic groups,
the three streams can be combined and open the policy window for legislating the new acts. This
study suggests that policy leader needs to make an effort to combine three different policy

streams to make a significant policy initiative.

Key Words: asbestos risk, asbestos policy, policy stream model, policy change, policy entrepreneur



