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Abstract

A Study on Inter Local Government International Tourism Networks: A Focus
on Korean Local Government Initiated Networks

Im, Yirang

This study examines the development process of international tourism networks between local
governments and explores the implications on these network strategies. The‘Bast Asia
Inter-Regional Tourism Forum’in Gangwon, “Tourism Promotion Organization for Asian-Pacific
Cities”in Busan and “Inter-Islands Tourism Policy Forum”in Jeju, all of which are led by Korean
local governments, were selected as comparative case studies. This study analyzed the
development process, focusing on the factor of network strategy, structural characteristic and
functional characteristic based on a literature reviews and interviews. According to this analysis,
though there were some differences in structural and functional characteristics, several similar
features such as; factor of network strategy, relationship between the local government initiating
networks and the permanent secretariat, and the network activities, were found in common. The
following points were suggested from the results of the study. First, there should be more specific
goals and achievable plans to be created through the networks. Second, local governments should
take a primary role in the network operation as host cities of each network's secretariat,
furthermore, develop the network into representative international body by providing
institutional strategies. Third, they're constantly trying to find ways to contribute to the

development of local community through the networks.

Key Words: comparative case studies, international network, local government, tourism
cooperation, tourism policy
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