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Abstract

Public Acceptability of High—level Radioactive Waste Management Plans

Oh, Youngseok
Wang, Seojeong

This article is regarding the public acceptability of governmental high-level radioactive waste
management plans. This article analysed a lot of records of public meetings about the
management plans. A content analysis method was employed to analyse the public opinions. An
analysis protocol was developed before the content analysis. Three factors(risk perception,
economic benefit, communication) were examined in the content analysis. Among the three
factors, the most import factor to influence to the acceptability was people's risk perception.
This finding implies that government has to develop policies and programs to decrease risk
perception about nuclear power plants and high-level radioactive wastes in order to increase the
acceptability. This suggestion does not imply that economic and communication factors are not
important in the acceptability and management. Especially, communication factor is a
precondition to be satisfied before the government conducts any nuclear related policies

including economic factors.

Key Words: high—level radioactive waste management plans, acceptability, content analysis, risk
perception factor, communication factor



