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Abstract
The Definition and Direction of Energy Autonomy: Focusing on Decentralization

Jin, Sang-Hyeon

Since 1995, the Korea government has introduced local autonomy. Recently, local governments
and civil societies have asked the expansion of decentralization in energy policy. However, there
has been no concrete definition of energy autonomy and decentralization in the level of local
governments. In this context, this study attempts to suggest the direction of energy autonomy and
decentralization by using the definition of two concepts. As a result of this research, the structure
of strong centralization in energy demand and supply was identified in Korea. However, there has
been a significant conflict between two different forces: the new centralization and the new
decentralization. In conclusion, after identifying principles of task distribution in energy affairs
between central and local governments, this study selected four policy fields such as heat energy,
renewable energy, demand management, and energy welfare. In addition, local indigenous
businesses for hear energy, local agency delegated affairs for renewable energy and demand
management, and local government delegated affairs for energy welfare could be suggested as the
way of decentralization. However, there are still some practical problems related to the way of
empowerment, delegation order in individual local governments, residual affair problems in the

state-owned companies.

Key Words: new centralization, new decentralization, local energy, local goods, public institution



