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Abstract

An Alternative to Activate the Residents’ Recall System: Focused on the
Blockchain Electronic Vote

Son, JuHui
Moon, YuSeok

Representative democracy is adopted to streamline national operations in most countries. The
representative democracy system has many positive aspects, but operational limitations also
exist. In order to overcome the limitations, systems that supplement the participatory elements of
direct democracy were introduced. One one of them is the Residents” Recall System. In Korea,
since the recall system was first introduced in 2007, 94 cases recalls had been conducted by
December 2018. Among them, only 8 cases were voted and 86 cases were undecided. Of the eight
votes cast, only two council members were summoned and dismissed in Hanam, Gyeonggi
Province. In short, the operation of the system has not been activated to the extent that only two
cases have succeeded in the 12-year period as of 2019. The facts demonstrate that the effect of
the system of strengthening the control of the residents on the representatives is very limited. In
these contexts, this study analyzes the characteristics of the Residents' Recall System and the
status and problems of the system. This study regard the electronic voting using blockchain as a
way to overcome major limitations of the recall system and suggest directions to introduce the

new voting system in recalling residents’ representatives.

Key Words: Residents’ Recall System, representative democracy, resident participation, electronic
vote, blockchain



