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Abstract

Migration of the Busan Population with Other Provinces during the 1970-2018
and It's Implication

Kim, Dae-Rae

This paper analyzed the migration of the Busan population during the 1970-2018. Until 1989 the
people who moved into Busan from other provinces were more than those people who migrated
into other regions from Busan. But the trend was reversed since 1989. This was related to the slump
of the Busan economy due to wage increases since the late 1980s. Of the total population who
moved to Busan, South Gyeongsang Province accounted for 42.7 percent, followed by North
Gyeongsang Province with 12.4 percent. Of the total population who left Busan, South Gyeongsang
Province accounted for 40.8 percent, 17.8 percent in Seoul, 9.2 percent in North Gyeongsang
Province, 9.1 percent in Gyeonggi Province, and 4.6 percent in South Jeolla Province. From these
we can find the following:

First, population transfers served as a decisive role to change the composition of population in
Busan. South Gyeongsang Province and North Gyeongsang Province took a high share, followed
by the Honam population. The population structure also affected the political orientation and
identity of Busan.

Second, the ratio of Seoul origin in Busan population is very low because most of them
transferred back to Seoul or other cities. In contrast, although South Gyeongsang Province has an
overwhelming share in both the transfer in and out, the composition of the South Gyeongsang
Province is very high.

Third, the strongest flow in population migration was transfer to the Seoul area from Busan.
Also from provinces which has rural areas many people pushed into Busan. Instead of a large
influx of people from rural areas, the population was constantly leaked into the Seoul area,

which adversely affected the accumulation of human capital in Busan.

Key Words: Busan, population, migration, identity, human capital



