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Abstract

Empirical Analysis of Legislative Activities After Introduction of Stipend System
for Local Council Members and Improvement Issues: A Case Study on Ulsan
Metropolitan City Council

Kim, Do Hee

This research has been motivated by a need for empirical analysis of whether a local council
has been changed as intended when the stipend system was introduced, whether level of
legislative activities has been improved through a behavioral change of council members, and in
which way the stipend system has contributed for legislative activities. At the present moment by
which the Ulsan city council has been formed for almost 20 years, it seems meaningful to
perform empirical analysis about which problem the Ulsan city council is confronted with and
which needs to be improved.

However, compared with other local governing bodies, research on the overall activities of the
local council of Ulsan metropolitan city has never been performed properly. Ulsan is now facing
a serious population drain due to the crisis of manufacturing industry which was once a primary
driving force for the economy of Ulsan. Now it is important to promote depressed local economy
by developing a new prosperous business. In this respect, the roles of council members for
satisfying the needs of local residents are highly requested more than anything else. Therefore, it
is necessary to examine the issues to be solved in the future through analysis of the current
situation of how the stipend system introduced for the purposes of improving qualities and
professionalism of council members is utilized.

A more considerable contribution of this research may be stated as assembling scattered data
related to the Ulsan city council, ranging from 1997 when Ulsan city was promoted to a
metropolitan city and the first council was formed up to the present, 2018, where the sixth
council is active, and examining changes after the stipend system is introduced by organizing
collected data systematically and analytically. Therefore, this research will be useful as policy

grounds for establishing directions for legislative activities in the future.

Key Words: Ulsan Metropolitan City Council, Stipend System for Local City Council, Legislative
Activities, Local council members



