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Abstract

The Reform Agenda for the Higher Education Finance to Enhance
the Publicness of Higher Education

Choe, Byeongho

Lee, Keunjae

In this paper, we identify the reform issues in the government's higher education finance to
support national universities by analyzing the structure of government's higher education policies
and its finance. In relation to the national agenda of strengthening the competitiveness of
national universities, we examine the problems in the government’s higher education finance
based on the trend and current structure. Furthermore, we find that sufficient budget is the key
determinant of university ranking by empirical analysis. The result implies that the expansion of
financial support through the structural reform of government’s higher education finance is a
necessary condition for strengthening competitiveness of national universities in order to
enhance the publicness as well as the excellence in the sector of higher eduction. Finally, we
suggest the reform agenda for the National Scholarship system and intergovernmental finance

system to expand the financial support for the national universities.

Key Words: higher education budget, national university, national scholarship, university ranking,
publicness in higher education



