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Study on the socio—cultural factors having impacts on the
epresentativeness of high-level female public officials

The number of female public officials has been constantly increased in Korea, accounting
for about one fourth of the fotal number, but the rate of those over Sth grade still takes up
only 3 % or less, which is relatively auile low compared 1o developed countries. Becauss
female public officials over 5th grade are in a position of parficipating in the policy making
process. their underrepresentation may bring forth many problems related to  policy
responsiveness to women. Also. it tends to discourage the incentives of voung, low-level
female officials for self-development.

The purpose of this study is to provide substantial insight into the socio-cultural factors
having impacls on the representativeness of high-level female public officials. The empirical
results of stafistical tests demonstrate that perception of sex role. organizational climate to
female employees, perception of working ability by sex are important variables in determining
high-level female employees” representativeness.

This study has framework for analyzing the determinarts the representativeness of high-level
female public employees by socio-cultural variables. By doing so. the study is expected to
provide an impetus for future representativeness research and consistent efforts should be
made to change cultural bias to sexual role and ability.
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